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No one is illegal stop Deportation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
, 
 
The Right to Asylum 2014 Swedish Campaign held 
a demonstration on the evening of Thursday 21 
March in Guttenberg to celebrate International day 
against racism. 
More than 500 people attended the demonstration.  
IFIR fully supports the Right to Asylum 2014 and 
plays an active part in the campaign. Asylum in 
2014 campaign will continue to push for a more 
humane refugee policy until the election 2014 
The demonstrators had many banners and were 
vocal in demanding a more human refugee policy. 
The demonstrators chanted the following slogans:   
 no one is illegal 
 Stop deportation 
 No to racism 
 

`No to discrimination - No to racism 

March 2013              

One Iraqi refugee killed, another 
commits suicide after being de-
ported from the UK 

  An Iraqi-Kurdish refugee deported from the UK 
has been killed while another has committed sui-
cide in the last month, as the UK government again 
starts to deport people back to northern Iraq.  
Beston Ali, who was deported from the February 
this year, was shot in the Kurdish city of Sulay-
maniyah . The investigation into his death is ongo-
ing.     
Omed Abdulla burned to death after setting himself 
alight in the city of Halabja. He had suffered from 
mental health problems after being deported in 
2010 from the UK to Italy, then to northern Iraq.  
The families and friends of both men contacted the 
International Federation of Iraqi Refugees. 
The news comes as the Home Office has restarted 
deporting Iraqi refugees to the Kurdish region of 
northern Iraq for the first time in more than two 
years.  
A campaign by IFIR pressured the Kurdistan Re-
gional Government to stop accepting forcible de-
portations in 2010.Omed Abdulla had been actively 
involved in the campaign, supporting the demands 
for the Iraqi government and Kurdish Regional 
Government to provide some support for those de-
ported Dashty Jamal, secretary of IFIR, says:“This 
is the outcome of the right wing policy of the UK 
government, who are colluding with the corrupt 
political parties in Iraq and Kurdistan. 
>>>>continued on page 7 

21 March International 
day Against Racism IFIR 
demands 
 

Freedom and equal 
citizenship for  

everyone 



 Dashty Jamal Secretary of IFIR, Ari Jalal repre-
sentative of the IFIR Kurdistan Branch and 
Mariwan Mahmood spoke with the Deputy 
Mayor. Dashty Jamal spoke about the situation 
of the Iraqi refugees in Europe and how they are 
put under pressure and how they come to be 
forcibly deported.  

 
Also he talked about the situation of the 6,000 
victims of the deportation policy who are regis-
tered at the IFIR Kurdistan office. He also said 
that the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) 
is responsible for the lives of the 6,000 deport-
ees. That they must help them by giving them 
compensation, positively providing them with 
paid work or giving them unemployment bene-
fits.  They must also help them to rebuild a new 
life in Kurdish society and help them integrate. 
IFIR representatives at the end of the meeting 
gave a statement that included the full demands 
of the deportees.  At the end of the meeting the 
IFIR representatives passed a petition with thou-
sands of signatures on it to the deputy Mayor. 
The deputy said he agreed with the demands and 
said that he will send the statement to the KRG 
minister in Erbil. 
The demonstrators chanted the following  slo-
gans: Improve deportees’ lives, compensation 
for deportees, Kurdistan Regional government is 
Responsible of the Lives of 6000 Deportees, 
Jobs or unemployment benefit, Asylum rights 
are human rights, stop agreements with 
European Governments, .condemn all 
agreements with lives of refugees, we left our 
children, we lost our children in sea, …  
The demonstrators were holding  pictures of 
those asylum seekers who committed suicide 
after being deported or committed suicide in 
European countries. >>>continued on page 3 

IFIR held a number of 
demonstrations  in Kalar, 

chamchamal and Sulaymania  in -
December 2012 

Kurdistan Regional government is Responsible  
For the Lives of 6000 Deportees returned from 

Europe 
IFIR Demands that the Kurdistan Regional govern-
ment offers compensation to the 6000 deportees, to 
speed up the procedures and accept the draft reso-
lution that has been put forward by IFIR to the 
Kurdish parliament.  In order to solve the problems 
facing the returned deportees IFIR calls on 
the Kurdistan Regional Government to accept this 
resolution. 
Since 2005 more than 6000 Iraqi Kurdish refugees 
have been deported by European governments. On 
their return to Iraq they often find it very hard to 
assimilate into a society that has not been their 
home for many years, if at all. While the fates of 
some are severe, with some being killed and kid-
napped.  Some are so desperate that they commit 
suicide; all suffer from mental hardship and often 
separation from the families, friends and communi-
ties they have made in the European countries they 
are exiled from. Many are unemployed and suffer 
from depression. 
Sulaymania: 
Thursday,29-11-2012 from 8:30am to 12am Picket 
i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
Mayor  of  Sulaymania. 
The mayor of Sulaymania was not at the office on the 
day of the demo but his deputy was.   At the beginning 
he did not want to answer the demands of the demo. The 
family of the deportees asked the IFIR to blockade the 
road of the mayor. After one hour of the blockade of the 
road, the deputy was then forced to sit with the IFIR 
representatives >>>>> 
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IFIR demands compensation for all deportees 



Tariq Rashid the administrator of Chamchamal 
came down and spoke to Dashty Jamal who ex-
plained the demonstrator’s demands.  Dashty spoke 
on behalf of the deportees explaining they are your 
citizens and they are victims of the European gov-
ernment, Iraqi government and the Kurdistan Re-
gional Government.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They are victims of their human rights policies. 
Also Dashty Jamal gave a statement and a petition 
with 2,000 signatures on it. Tariq Rashid promised 
in front of the Kurdish media to support the IFIR 
campaign, to support the deportees and said he 
would send the demands of IFIR to the Kurdish 
Regional Government.  
The IFIR campaign in Kurdistan was covered by 
all the Kurdish and Iraqi media. IFIR continues to 
defend the rights of deportees and are against the 
agreement between Iraqi, European government 
and KRG regarding the forcible deportation policy.  
 

From page 2.  
Kalar: 
On Tuesday the 11/12/2012 more than a hundred 
deportees held a demonstration in front of the of-

fice of Garmyan Administration in Kalar. The dem-
onstration lasted from 11am till 1pm.  The deport-
ees held many banners and placards. They de-
manded that the KRG stopped supporting the de-
portation policies and offer compensation to the 
deportees. Dashty Jamal the Secretary of IFIR 
spoke to the deportees about the aims of the cam-
paign to support the deportees.  
Dashty Jamal, Mariwan Mahmood and Brusck 
Nawzad attended a meeting with Sabah Quxa ad-
ministrator of Garmyan. Dashty Jamal explained 
why we are here and spoke about the demands of 
the deportees, at the end the IFIR representatives 
gave a letter with the demands of the deportees on 
it and also a petition of 2,000 signatures.  Amongst 
the people who had signed the petition were politi-
cians, journalists and representatives of human 
rights organizations who support the IFIR cam-
paign against the forcible deportation.  
The Administrator of Garmyan said that he fully 
supported the demands of the IFIR campaign and 
promised that he will send the demands by hand to 
the KRG government and speak to them about it, to 
ensure that they respond to all of the demands. 
Chamchamal: 
With the continuing attempts of the IFIR campaign, 
the IFIR Kurdistan Branch held a demo on Sunday 
16/12/2012, at 11am in front of the Administration 
of Chamchamal. More than a hundred deportees 
attended the demo, Dashty Jamal spoke about the 
aims of the demonstration and after half an hour  
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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Stop Deportation Flight to Iraq 

To Human rights Campaigners, 
Trade Unions and Refugee Organi-

sations, 

International Federation of Iraqi Refu-
gees-IFIR needs your help and support 
in order to continue our activities and 

campaigns to stop forced deportations to 
Iraq we are appealing for your help. 

Please write cheques to :International 
Federation of Iraqi Refugees

(IFIR) 
Our Postal Address is: 

PO BOX 1575, Ilford, IG13BZ, London UK. 



UK government attempts to re-
start deportations to Kurdistan 
The Home Office is trying to deport Iraqi refugees 
for the first time in more than two years after the 
Iraqi government and Kurdistan Regional Govern-
ment refused to accept people sent back by force. 
Salam Baker told the International Federation of 
Iraqi Refugees the UKBA have given him removal 
papers six times recently. He is now in a van head-
ing to the airport.  UKBA want deport him back to 
Erbil  via Royal Jordanian Airl ines. 
“I have two children here so of course I do not 
want to go back. I called Royal Jordanian today to 
ask them to cancel my ticket but they just put the 
p h o n e  d o w n  o n  m e . ” 
He Also said ’ If any thing happen to me in Iraq 
UKBA are responsible not only for my life but for 
the  l ives  of  my two chi ldren’ .  
Rezhwan Amim, a journalist, was given removal 
papers 4 weeks ago but his deportation was stopped 
after an intervention by his solicitors and cam-
paigning by the International Federation of Iraqi 
Refugees and the National Union of Journalists. 
A campaign by IFIR forced the Kurdistan Regional 
Government to stop accepting deportations by 
force in 2010.  

Dashty Jamal, secretary of IFIR, says:“At a time 
when Kurdistan is suffering from corruption and 
freedom of expression is under attack the UK gov-
ernment should not be playing politics with the 
lives of refugees like this. Royal Jordanian Airlines 
should stop trying to profit from this policy that is 
against human rights.” 
Human Rights Watch published a report on Febru-
ary 10th criticizing the Kurdistan Regional Govern-
ment’s attack on free speech. Read the report here: 
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/02/09/iraqi -
kurdistan-free-speech-under-attack   

Rally from Den haag to Utrecht 
against Netherlands asylum  

policy 

On 4th of March IFIR Netherland branch with a 
number of other refugee and human right organisa-
tions, organised a protest rally against the asylum 
policy of the Netherlands Government.  
The rally was held in support of Ahmed Kasim an 
Iraqi refugee who after living in Holland for a 
number of years was informed that his right to re-
main had been removed.  The Netherlands immi-
gration department had told him they will forcibly 
deport him to Iraq.  
In fear of this threat Ahmed Kasim had attempted 
to set fire to himself and ended up in hospital. The 
rally was in front of the camp were Ahmed Ali had 
set fire to himself. The protesters were holding a 
banner on which was written IND, IND is a killer.  
They also chanted slogans against forcible deporta-
tion.  
Rezgar Saleh IFIR representative in Netherlands 
talked to the demonstrators, against the Nether-
lands government asylum policy and against forci-
ble deportation.  IFIR in the Netherlands continues 
to defend refugee rights and campaign against 
forcible deportation.   
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Stop forcible deportation agreement with European  countries 

Protection for all 
Iraqi refugees 
End forcible  
deportation  



IFIR activity in 8 March Interna-
tional Women’s day 
IFIR held a party to celebrate international 
women's day along with Kurdish and Middle East-
ern Women's organization. 

On the 8th of march the Kurdish and Middle East-
ern Women's organization organized a demonstra-
tion to protest against discrimination and violence 
and gendercide of Kurdish Women. According to 
the official sources in Kurdistan, figures every 
month reveal hundreds of women are either killed, 
because of the fear of bringing shame to their fam-
ily's honour, or set themselves on fire through fam-
ily, community, social and economic pressure. In 
the last 21 years the Kurdish Regional government 
has taken no action on convicting the murders of 
the women who are killed in Kurdistan. IFIR activ-
ist Dashty Jamal spoke and said as the IFIR we 
support all the demands of the demonstration. IFIR 
fully demands women rights and intends to stand 
against all threats against women in particular do-
mestic violence, and honour crimes. The Federa-
tion promotes equality and freedom for all women 
regardless of race or religion. 
Switzerland  Zurich 
On the 10th of March a number of women activists 
across Switzerland organized a celebration on In-
ternational Women’s Day. A lot of people who de-
fend the rights of Women attended the celebration. 
At the event a Kurdish film about the situation of 
Women in Kurdistan was shown. Ahmed Ali IFIR 
secretary of Switzerland branch, spoke on behalf of 
the IFIR about the situation of Women in Kurdistan 
and said that IFIR we supported freedom and 
equality between men and women. 
 
 
 
 

Dashty Jamal send the an open 
letter to King Abdullah to stop 

Royal Jordanian Airlines deport-
ing Iraqi and Kurdish refugees 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear King Abdullah 
Deportations to Iraq 

We are deeply concerned to hear that your Royal 
Jordanian Airlines are again collaborating with the 
UK government to try to deport refugees to the 
north of Iraq for the first time in more than two 
years.  
There have been several attempts to deport people 
on Royal Jordanian Airlines over the last month. 
The International Federation of Iraqi Refugees has 
8,000 members and currently represents 6,000 de-
portees in Kurdistan. We have seen the damage 
that deportations do to people’s lives.  
At least two people deported 
on Royal Jordanian Airlines have since committed 
suicide. Others have been attacked, kidnapped or 
killed by car bombs. Many suffer severe mental 
health problems from being separated from their 
families and communities in the UK. There is also 
no support and little employment available for peo-
ple when they are sent back. 
The International Federation of Iraqi Refugees is 
calling on you to stop Royal Jordanian Airlines 
profiting from the UK’s deportation policy that 
risks the lives of Iraqi and Kurdish refugees. 
We urge you to immediately stop accepting book-
ings from the UK Border Agency and its contrac-
tors to forcibly deport people to Kurdistan and to 
also cancel all bookings already made. 
Royal Jordanian Airlines is putting profit before 
human rights concerns and as such is complicit in 
human rights abuses.  
We look forward to hearing from you,  
Regards  
11-3-2013 
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Equality for all on  International Women’s day 

Stop Violating Refugee Rights 



. The status quo is the continuation of the Iraqi 
Government’s previous policies, which stem 
from Iran’s intervention in the political and 
military fields of the Iraqi Government. 
  
In order to resolve this problem: 
1.  T he siege on Camp Liberty  must be 
stopped!   
 2.  families, lawyers, parliamentarians and 
journalists  must be allowed to enter the camp; 
2. The UN has a responsibility and a vital 
obligation to act through the UNHCR in order to 
resolve this problem and prevent another 
tragedy from unfolding  and must speak out 
against conditions inside  Liberty refugee camp; 
3. The Maliki government must not be further 
allowed to threaten the life and faith of Iranian 
refugees in Iraq. To this end, we call on all 
sectors of society and especially Iraqi 
Parliamentarians to give their humanitarian 
support to the  Iranian  refugees; 
4. These refugees, with whatever tenet or 
political platform, have fled from the Islamic 
Republic regime, and any protest in Iran is 
faced with arrest, torture and execution. To this 
end, it is up to European countries and the US 
to take necessary steps in  allowing Iranian 
refugee's to enter  their countries. 
 

CC; 

-UN High commissioner for Refugees 

-Human Rights Organization 

 

IFIR Secretary Dashty Jamal Sent 
letter below to UNHCR in Geneva 

regarding  demands  of  the  
 Iranian refugees in Iraq 

 Despite the transfer of Iranian refugees in 
Iraq from their former camp (Ashraf) to a new 
site near Baghdad International Airport named 
Camp Liberty, and regardless of the 
international community’s protests to the Iraqi 
Government’s treatment of the refugees,and the 
UNHCR’s recognition of their status as asylum 
seekers subject to international protection; the 
Nouri Maliki government insists on continuing 
its suppression of the Iranian refugees. 
It is worth noting that Iranian refugees, 
affiliated to the People's Mojahedin 
Organization of Iran in Camp Ashraf, northeast 
of Baghdad, were subject to two attacks by Iraqi 
Government forces on July 28th, 2009 and April 
8th, 2011, in which a total of some 50 residents 
were killed and over 1000   injured. Following 
these deadly attacks a widespread humanitarian 
campaign was launched in Europe and across 
the world in support of these defenseless 
refugees. 

The transferred residents from Ashraf are 
now  experiencing  tough conditions at Camp 
Liberty. According to documents and many 
testimonies, this site does not meet international 
and humanitarian standards and in any view is in 
need of urgent action by international states and 
organizations, especially the UN Secretary 
General . 
>>>>>>> 
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Solidarity with Iraqi & Kurdish Refugees 

 
 

IFIR believes that home 
is the country where one 

lives and works. We  
consider that human 

rights are universal and 
they can not be limited 

by factors of geographic  
territory,  

gender, culture, religion, 
race.  



.Dashty Jamal   Secretary of IFIR 
Send an open letter to Francois 
Hollande President of France 

 
 Re:Regarding murder of three Kurdish politi-
cal activists on the 9th January 2013 
 
13-01-2013 
Dear Francois Hollande 
 
I am writing this letter on behalf of the interna-
tional Federation of Iraqi Refugee’s regarding the 
shocking murder of three Kurdish female activists 
in Paris. Sakine Cansiz co-founder of the Kurdistan 
Workers' party (PKK), Fidan Dogan part of the 
Kurdistan National Congress, based in Brussels 
and Leyla Soylemez a young activist were found 
dead on the morning of Thursday 9 January, in the 
Kurdistan Information Center in Paris all three 
were shot in the head. 
 
The International Federation of Iraqi Refugee’s 
strongly condemns the tragic murder of these three 
women. We believe that the killing of these three 
Kurdish political activists is an act of political ter-
rorism and as such should be investigated by 
France's anti-terrorist police. We call on you to en-
sure these murders are properly investigated and 
the gunman is found and brought to justice.  There 
is much speculation in the media regarding these 
murders being politically motivated.   If following 
an investigation by the French police this is found 
to be true we ask that the French authorities hand 
the perpetrators over to the international court of 
human rights. 
 
Additionally the International Federation of Iraqi 
Refugee’s are asking the French government to 
find out what political party or group is behind this 
crime and once found that they should be brought 
to the International Court of Human Rights. The 
French government should announce to the public 
what group was behind these tragic killings. Please 
let us know when you complete your investigation 
and inform us of the results of your investigation. 
 
Regards 

>>>>from page 1One Iraqi refugee killed, an-
other commits suicide  
 
We have always warned about the dangers of the 
deportation policy. People deported are separated 
from their families, friends and communities in the 
UK, and are often returned to unsafe situations. We 
must stand against this inhuman policy.” 
Human Rights Watch published a report on Febru-
ary 10th criticizing the Kurdistan Regional Govern-
ment’s attack on free speech. Read the report here: 
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/02/09/iraqi-
kurdistan-free-speech-under-attack  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Court of Appeal is considering deportations to 
Baghdad on March 2013.  
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Refugee Rights are Human Rights  

 
 

Women who face; psycho-
logical; physical; cultural es-

pecially those under threat 
of 'honour' killing or other 
violence and harassment 

from misogynist and reac-
tionary states and non-state 
groups; laws; customs and 
traditions must be granted 

refugee status. 



 

IFIR Kurdistan office 
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Editor: Dashty Jamal :  31 March 
2013 

www.federationifir.com 
Deputy Editor: Karen Johnson  
For more information on  
International Federation of Iraqi 
Refugees  
Please contact:  078560 32991  
Secretariat: Aso Goran 
00447895636633                       
ifir@hotmail.co.uk 
IFIR branches contact details: 
Switzerland: Ahmad Ali  0788532004  
Jamal Koshish  0787557786  jamal-
hasan@hotmail.com 

Finland Rebwar Arif 0440464905                   
fediraq@welho.com 
Germany: 
Baker Hammad bakir0107@yahoo.de       
Gottenburg : Tofigh Mohammad 

0739809990 

Netherlands: Rezgar Saleh 
0031684446880 

Nottingham Jasm Ghafor 
00447872970807   jasimgha-
fur@gmail.com 
 Canada Jalal Saed 
iraqifederation@yahoo.ca 
 
IFIR Kurdistan Branch 
Amang Abdulla 009647702204844 
Are Jalal 009647707524343. 
 
 IFIR News Centre Azad Bakir 
07895976547 
Website administrator 
Shahab Hamid; ifir.web@gmail.com 

IFIR supports the right of Refugees to work and get support 

Help us to change the 
lives of  Iraqi refugee`s.  
You can do this by a one 
of donation or setting up 
a regular direct debit of 

as little as £1.00 a month.  
Every donation helps to 

change lives.  For further 
details please email  

 
ifir@hotmail.co.uk 

 


