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IFIR 1 May 
statement which 
was distributed 
at May day 
demonstrations 
across the world  

1 May is a day of international working class solidarity and unity. 
Workers around the world set aside their false religious and nation-
alist identities and come forward as a united class with a common 
future, against oppressive capitalist system and the barbarism it 
imposes on humanity. It is the day we stand up to oppression; dis-
crimination; war; destruction; hunger and unemployment. It is the 
day in which we start to gather our forces and capabilities to over-
throw the current system of inequality and oppression and build a 
free, equal and prosperous world. 
However, we still live in an era in which war, terrorism, barbarity, 
austerity, unemployment, fleeing and displacement that deny the 
rights and life opportunities for the working class.  Todayôs world is 
a monster shouting that deprivation is inevitable and will destroy 
the forthcoming generations; that a dignified life is far from being 
gained.  European countries ignore their responsibility for the refu-
gee crisis, which in Iraq and Syria stems from the military involve-
ment of European countries alongside the US, and their support of 
inhuman and repressive governments in the Middle East.  
EU countries continue to arrest and detain Kurdish and Iraqi 
people.  IFIRôs campaign in Iraq has forced the Iraqi and Kurdistan 
Regional governments to stop accepting forcible deportation 
flights. However, under pressure from European governments they 
appear to be reneging on promises they have made.  This is all 
taking place at a time when Iraq is being plagued by war and vio-
lence, which is forcing so many to make the dangerous journey 
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Refugees are part of the working  
class - Long live May Day International 
workers Solidarity  across the sea to Europe.  The daily tragedy of the refugees on the borders of Europe is a con-

sequence of the policy of closing borders to people whose livelihoods and place of residence 
have been turned into a battlefield of civil war, unrest and insecurity.   The disaster facing refu-
gees places a tremendous responsibility upon European governments.  Whilst the UK and 
Europe talk about human rights they have provided no realistic solution to prevent the wave of 
refugees seeking safety in Europe.  Regarding a report International Organisation of Migrants 
498 people have died in the Mediterranean from January to April 2018. 

Join with IFIR to Demand:                                                                                                                             
¶  An end to the policy of imperialist wars of division in the Middle East ; condemnation of 

the  USA, NATO, Russian and Chinese military interference in the area, and end to their 
support for groups affiliated to them, because it is their war which created instability and 
poverty leading to a mass refugee exodus.  

¶ Stop forcibly deporting people to Iraq. 
¶ Opening of the borders for the refugees who are victims of war, in order to save them from 
death; equal allocation of refugees across Member States in line with Member Statesô 
responsibilities, and protection of refugees from racism and from assault by fascists. 

¶ Activation of the UN in the war-torn countries in order to help IDPs and refugees and to 
oblige the EU to recognise the refugeesô rights and provide them with assistance. Swift 
steps by the EU to enable civil society groups and refugee organizations to help the 
refugees with food, health care, clothes and  

     shelter without discrimination by ethnic group or religion. 
 

Please send solidarity messages to  IFIR@hotmail.co.uk  
Donations to support the work of IFIR:  
Account name: International Federation of Iraqi Refugees (IFIR)  

Account number: 21449591, Bank name: HSBC  Sort code: 40 -04-07 

 

International Federation of 
Iraqi Refugees Activity  

The last year has seen significant developments in Iraq and kurdistan. While 
the threat of ISIS has reduced, the decision by the Kurdish government to hold 
a referendum for independence has had disastrous consequences, with the 
Iraqi government responding harshly. Meanwhile the situation of refugees who 
have flown ISIS and other repression remains poor, with many still held in 
camps with no chance of moving on. The ruling Iraqi and Kurdish governments 
and political parties continue with their corruption and neglect of the country. 
While leading politicians, bureaucrats and military officers enrich themselves, 
repression continues against all who raise protest. As a result there is no point 
trying to appeal to the óbetter natureô of the government or political class. It is 
however important to keep public and political pressure >>>continued on page 2 
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on them ï and to prioritise campaigning for equality.  
The referendum especially dominated political de-
bate and reduced the space for other discussion. 
However we were able to use the referendum to 
open a debate about the situation in Kurdistan and 
Iraq and the treatment of refugees within that.  
 
IFIR has organised several events over the last year 
including International Womenôs day, Refugee Week 
and a New Yearô Eve party in London.  We were 
also invited to open the youth section of the Kirkuk 
library ï which we had campaigned for - and make a 
speech about the importance of inclusion and equal-
ity. The library is to be used by all the young people 
of Kirkuk regardless of their background and beliefs, 
to give the young people in Kirkuk a space to social-
ise and educate themselves through reading   The 
IFIR also joined the London Million Women Rise 
March and rally. 
 
IFIR organized a further 6 seminars in London 
throughout 2017 addressing items of interest to the 
Iraqi and Kurdish community including current and 
political events in Iraq.  One of them was about jour-
nalist Kawa Garmiani who was murdered. Also Brwa 
Barzinji a leading Iraqi Kurdish journalist who was 
forced to flee Iraq and is now living in London spoke 
at two of the seminars regarding freedom of the 
press in Kurdistan. 

The IFIR has helped and supported many newly ar-
rived Iraqi and Kurdish Refugees some of whom are 
held in different detention centres across the UK, 
Germany, Switzerland and Turkey.   The Federation 
has sought to ensure that all detainees who have 
contacted the Federation do have access to legal 
support wherever possible. IFIR also successfully 

sponsored many Iraqi refugees stranded in Turkey 
gain asylum in Canada. 
 
IFIR at the request of the families of Iraqi Refugees 
in both Iraq, the UK and across Europe found 4 lost 
people and arranged for the bodies of 30 Iraqi refu-
gees lost at sea to be returned home to Iraq.  

The Federation organised and held a demonstration 
on the 14 April 2017 outside the UK Home Office in 
London hosted by the families of those detained.  
The Federation has also successfully campaigned 
for the release of individuals by assisting them to 
draft petitions and contact their MP's through our 
case work.  The Federation has also written letters 
to support Iraqi refugees write to remain in countries 
across Europe such as Switzerland, UK, France, 
Germany, Sweden and to the UNHCR in Turkey. In 
these letters we include reports of what is happen-
ing in the part of Iraq the Refugees are from sup-
ported by web links to reports from organisations 
such as UNHCR and Amnesty.   
The Federation keeps in contact with Iraqiôs held in 
detention centres by maintaining detainee networks 
in many detention centres.  Through these networks 
the Federation has provided emotional support, 
helping detainees to develop coping mechanisms to 
deal with the uncertainties and lack of information 
about what is happening to them.  Our activists have 
also organised campaigns to put pressure on the 
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International Federation of Iraqi 
Refugees Activity  

Iraqi Government to stop accepting forcibly 
returned Iraqi nationals. IFIR also launched 
a petition that included signatures of 100 
plus Iraqi MPôs. On the 4 April 2018 in re-
sponse to the IFIR petition the Iraqi Parlia-
ment released a statement instructing all 
their embassies around the world not to 
provide travel documents to any of their 
citizens to enable them to be forcibly re-
turned to Iraq.   
Throughout the year we have regularly 
conducted interviews on all the major news 
channels articulating ideas against racism 
and xenophobia towards refugees. These 
have instigated wider debate and were an 
important counterpoint to the dominant 
narratives that sought to persecute Syrian 
and Yazidi refugees. IFIR activists in Iraq 
have been invited to speak at many media 
conferences regarding IFIRôs campaigns. 
IFIR has also received wider invitations for 
example featuring in a documentary dis-
cussing migration and IFIRôs role support-
ing refugees featuring the work of Richard 
Mosse  an Irish photographer and film-
maker, who immerses himself in his sub-
ject, integrating documentary journalism 
and art practice to explore issues of con-
flict, displacement and perception.  He is 
one of only two photographers ever to 
have won both the Deutsche Borse Prize 
and The Prix Pictet, two of photography's 
most prestigious international awards. 
Richard is working on his latest award win-
ning project, Heat Maps, a detailed docu-
mentation of Europeôs refugee 
camps. (Source: Bloomberg).  Dashty Ja-
mal secretary of IFIR was interviewed 
about the work of Richard Mosse and is 
included in the film. You can watch the film 
from the following link;  

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2018-03-
19/richard-mosse-on-brilliant-ideas-video  

A selection of IFIR press releases throughout the year covering 
IFIR campaigns 
11 August  
IFIR press release : 

 Desecration of Kurdish Journalist 
Sardasht Osmanès Grave 
On the 9 August Sardasht Osmanôs parents after attending a family friends fu-
neral, visited their sonôs Sardasht Osmanôs grave.  The sight that met them 
would shock any parent.  Sardashtôs grave and headstone stone had been 
smashed to pieces.  This was particularly hurtful to Sardahtôs parents as it ech-
oed the violent murder of their 23 year old son in May 2010.    
  
To lose a child at such a young age is awful, but Sardasht wasnôt an ordinary 
person he was courageous and bravely spoke against the corruption of the rul-
ing Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP). Sardasht was a journalist and wrote 
many articles criticizing the leading families ruling Iraqi Kurdistan. He wrote 
one particular article saying he wanted to marry Barzani (President  of the Kur-
distan Region in Iraq ) daughter. Sardasht wrote this article to show the differ-
ence between the lives of his family and friends to the riches and privileges en-
joyed by the Barzani family.   Following the publication of this article Sardasht 
and his family started to receive death threats.  This sadly led directly to Sar-
dasht being abducted on the 3rd of May 2010.  According to eyewitnesses and 
the police, an unidentified white minibus with a concealed number plate 
stopped in front of the college just as Osman exited. The men then pushed him 
into the van and drove off.  His handcuffed body was found two days 
later outside Mosul with two bullets in his head. Sardasht Osmanô brother said 
ñThe desecration of Sardashtôs grave has deeply hurt my family.  We will not 
be at peace until Sardashtôs murderers are brought to justiceò. 
  
Following Sardashtôs violent death in 2010 there have been many protests call-
ing for the arrest of the perpetrators of Sardashtôs murder.  Unfortunately no-

body has been arrested.  Another protest was held at Sardashtôs grave 
Yesterday (10 August 2017) protesting at the violent desecration of 
Sardashtôs grave and calling for an independent investigation into Sar-
dashtôs murder.  
 Sardashtôs family and all freedom loving people demand: 
¶ That the assassination of Sardasht Osman is properly investi-

gated;   
¶ Call for the formation of an independent committee with 

the involvement of international bodies;  
¶ Investigate the assassination of Sardsht Osman and 

bring the perpetrators to justice. 
Dashty Jamal IFIR Secretary visited Sardashtôs grave on the 23 August 
at the invitation of Sardashtôs parents.   Aso Goran and Dashty organ-
ised a collection from progressive people and bought several fir trees to 
be planted round Sardashtôs grave to represent life and hope in re-
sponse to the violence that had been carried out on Sardashtôs grave. 
 
On the 4 May a number of activists organised a memorial event commemorating Sar-
dashtôs life at Trafalgar Square, London. 
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The political situation in Iraqi Kurdistan is deteriorating 
day by day. Salaries and wages have not been paid 
for months.  Electricity, clean water, health care, social 
services and other public services are far from reach 
for the masses. To oppose this and to better their life 
conditions, people have demonstrated in many cities 
and towns over the last month. The protesters are pro-
testing against lack of basic services such as electric-
ity, widespread corruption, and calling for the full pay-
ment of state salaries. Instead of meeting their de-
mands, the authorities have opened fire on the demon-
strators and used tear gas to part and frighten people. 
   
The PUK and KDP are the cause of peopleôs hunger, 
poverty and misery. They act as a despotic authority, 
and oppress and kill demonstrators on the streets. 
  
IFIR ask you to write an Urgent action calling on the 
PUK & KDP to: 
  
¶ Free all those arrested and detained immediately. 
¶ Prosecute those who shot at the demonstrators  
¶ Compensate any one who has been affected by 

the oppressive forces. 
¶ Remove all the militia from Kurdish cities and 

towns 
¶ Stop oppressing people and recognise freedom 

of rallying and demonstration 
 

 The last year has seen significant developments in 
Iraq and Kurdistan. While the threat of ISIS has re-
duced, the decision by the Kurdish government to hold 
a referendum for independence has had disastrous 
consequences, with the Iraqi government responding 
harshly. Meanwhile the situation of refugees who have 
flown ISIS and other repression remains poor, with 
many still held in camps with no chance of moving on. 
The ruling Iraqi and Kurdish governments and political 
parties continue with their corruption and neglect of the 
country. While leading politicians, bureaucrats and 
military officers enrich themselves, repression contin-
ues against all who raise protest. As a result there is 
no point trying to appeal to the óbetter natureô of the 
government or political class. It is however important 
to keep public and political pressure on them ï and to 
prioritise campaigning for equality. 
 The referendum especially dominated political debate 
and reduced the space for other discussion. However 
we were able to use the referendum to open a debate 
about the situation in Kurdistan and Iraq and the treat-
ment of refugees within that. 
 In addition, there was pressure on IFIR from the 
number of migrants suffering terrible problems when 
they try to leave Iraq and travel to Europe. As a direct 
result we have had to deal with many, many requests 
from people and their families for help, for example we 
have been asked to identify and repatriate 23 bodies 
of people who have died on their way to Europe.  Our 
volunteers also rescued 280 Iraqi Kurds who were ar-
rested in Turkey and were abandoned in Syria in the 
middle of a war zone by the Turkish authorities. 
 Here is the moment when people could bring the Iraq 
and retrieved with their families.  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/naliatv/videos/1652608204785241/  
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IFIR Press Release:  
 
This time last year 104 Iraqi MPôs 
signed a resolution against accepting 
forcibly Deported Iraqi Refugees 
from Europe following a campaign 
led by IFIR.  At that time it was not 
enough to stop forcibly deported 
refugees being returned to Iraq.  IFIR 
continued campaigning and today 
the Iraqi ministry of foreign affairs 
has introduced guidance avoiding the 
compulsory deportation of Iraqi refu-
gees in European countries. 
 
The Iraqi Government asks its em-
bassies abroad not to issue any 
passports for those who are not at-
tending their offices in person.  Amin 
Bakir, one of Goran's Iraqi MPs told 
"Awene" that the Iraqi ministry of for-
eign affairs has issued an obligation, 
in which all Iraqi embassies are in-
structed not to reissue any passports 
for anyone without the person's at-
tendance at their Offices.  "Awene" 
was told by the above mentioned 
MP, that after gathering votes to is-
sue a decree in Parliament to stop 
the compulsory deportations of the 
Iraqi refugees.  They have informed 
the ministry of foreign affairs, that 
some European countries in addition 
to the organizations helping refugees 
and security forces in those countries 
are committing an illegal inhuman act 
of compulsory deportation of Iraqi 
refugees. 
The organizations inform the Iraqi 
embassies that the refugees want to 
go back to Iraq and need passports 
while they are arrested, and detained 
in prisons and of which they have no 
idea. Therefore and based on our 
demand has the foreign ministry 
obliged the embassies to stop issu-
ing passports without having the per-
son attending their office.  
 
Furthermore, in the obligation, a copy of 
which the Goran MP has published, is men-
tioned that the embassies must be sure that 
the person wants to go back to Iraq and 
only then may they reissue the passport   

Iraq has issued an  
obligation to avoid  
compulsory  
deportations  

 

IFIR Solidarity with demands of Demonstration in  

Kurdistan  

 

IFIR activists rescued 
280 Iraqi Kurdish refugees 
abandoned by Turkey in the 
middle of Syrian war zone  
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24/09/2017 
 
A fishing boat carrying migrants sank off Turkeyôs 
Black Sea Coast in 24

th
 of September 2017. Fourty 

migrants rescued, but 23 Iraqi Refugees died. The 
families of the Iraqi Migrants contacted with IFIR to 
identify the people and to repatriate the bodies. Upon 
that IFIR contacted with Turkish authorities and wrote 
a letter and could repatriate 23 bodies of people to 
the families.  IFIR thanks to people and organisations 
that have supported us in this task.  
 

27/03/2018 
On 27 March 2018 Turkey detained 36 Iraqi nationals 
in Edirne. Altough they have a legal visa, Turkey de-
tained them with no reasonable grounds. These 36 
nationals including 9 women, 14 children and a 10 
month old baby. IFIR was in touch with them regu-
larly during their detention. The Iraqi nationals 
claimed that they were staying in very poor condi-
tions.  In particular for the baby they couldnôt find 
even milk. IFIR contacted many Human Rights or-
ganisations.  
Gulseren Yoleri a lawyer from Human Rights Asso-
ciation (IHD) volunteered to become a legal repre-
sentative for these people. However, Turkey did al-
low Gulseren to speak to the Iraqiôs and deported 
them at 4 am of the 9th April 2018. IFIR contacted 
them on their return to Iraq. They were thankful to 
IFIR for their efforts.  

 

IFIR returned 23 bodies to 
Iraq 

 

 36 Iraqi -Kurdish refugees 
deported by Turkey  

 

Syria and Iraq are 
victims of  US, Russia 

&  UK Govern-
ments  war and Mili-

tarism  
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